
Guidance Notes for Application Form

What is The Capstone Care Leavers Trust? (CCLT)

CCLT is a fund managed and administered independently of Capstone Foster Care, which has been set up to provide grants to
people aged 17-25 years old that have been in the care of a Local Authority in England or Wales and are in financial need.

What will we give money for?

A grant could be for many uses that will help you move on and progress in life. We will consider applications for grants of up to
£3000. We expect most grants to fall within the range of £300 to £2000

Typically, we consider grants for Further and Higher Education courses, professional qualifications and laptops for essential
study. In special circumstances we may help with travel costs to a place of study. Larger items of household furniture and
kitchen appliances e.g. cooker, fridge, freezer, washing machine will also be considered.

A course of driving lessons and practical driving test will be considered if the applicant has passed the Driving Theory Test at
the time of applying and there is evidence of rural isolation due to lack of public transport services in the applicants area, or it is
essential to a particular career route.

We can’t promise to help everyone who applies, but all applications that are eligible will be considered and we will look at your
application seriously, and promise to treat you fairly. You can apply more than once and if we can’t help we can signpost you to
other charities and organisations that might be able to help you.

What we can't help with

The CCLT are unlikely to provide grants for overseas study/educational trips, daily living costs, accommodation,
including rent, and deposits, goods already purchased, or outstanding debts.

Who can apply?

Applications will only be considered from young people
who have passed their 17th birthday, but have not yet
reached their 26th birthday at the time of application and
who have been looked after at any time, or otherwise
supported by the public care system in England or Wales.

Information we need

We have to ask quite a few questions to help us make
responsible decisions about how we use CCLT money
and the amount of grant we might give you. This means
we need you to complete all sections of the application
form as fully as you can. Please tell us about your time in
care, with full details of your income, benefits and
weekly spending. We also ask for details of two people
who are in a position to confirm your circumstances. This
will help your application to be processed more quickly.

Who decides?

CCLT has three Trustees.
- Two Trustees can agree grants up to £1000
- All three Trustees must agree awards over £1000

The Board of Trustees may, in exceptional
circumstances, award grants that fall outside our usual
guidelines

Terms and Conditions

By completing and signing the application form manually
or electronically, you are confirming that you understand
and agree to the following
1. Should your application be successful, the grant can
only be used for the items or purpose requested on your
original application.
2. Payment will be made by CCLT direct to the institution
or supplier of the goods or services.
3. Should the Trustees agree to award a cash grant, you
will need to produce receipts for the agreed purchase.
4. You may be selected to provide feedback to CCLT
about how the grant has helped you.
5. A grant that is not used within 4 weeks of being
awarded shall be withdrawn unless previously agreed
with the Trustees.

Please Note:
You should not enter into any agreement for the purchase
of goods or services which relies on the payment of a
grant, until we have informed you that your application
has been successful and an award has been approved.

How long will it take?

We aim to give a decision within four weeks, but it can take longer, depending on the purpose of the grant, your individual
circumstances Trust funds available and the number of grants being processed at the time of your application.


